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TWO YOUNG COUPLES SAY ‘‘WE WANT 
TO GO TO WEST CHINA!”’ 

MISSOURI SYNOD VOTES OVERWHELM- 
INGLY FOR PRESBYTERIAN UNION 

NORTH CAROLINA NEWS LE'TTER 


NASHVILLE CONVENTION ON RECORDS 


WALTER LAPSLEY CARSON 


Sermon on page five: ‘‘Christianity’s Chief Rival’’ 


For more than 24 years Dr. Carson has been pastor of the 
First church, Richmond, Va. Earlier building is shown at the right. 
During the war years the congregation has used its educational 
anit as shown below. Plans are going ahead for the building of 
the sanctuary now. 
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Letters to the Editors 





On the German Church and Hitler’s Program 





Attention! American Churches 
To the Editors: 

The letter from J. H. Viser (Jan. 6) con- 
cerning your championing of Dr. Niemoel- 
ler is a bit plainspoken, but so far as I 
have been able to learn, his charges are 
true. The facts in your editorial, relating 
Dr. Niemoeller’s explanation of his action 
in volunteering for service in the Nazi 
navy and describing his persecution by 
Hitler from 1937 are also undenied, but 
do not contradict Mr. Viser. 

Where Dr. Niemoeller, and most of the 
rest of Christendom as well, fell short 
and, I might add, is still falling short, 
was in his failure to speak out against 
the evils which he saw, or should have 
seen in pre-Hitler Germany, and, until his 
seizure in 1937, in Nazi Germany.* He 
condoned Naziism to the extent that he 
was a party member.* The German church 
never concerned itself with such worldly 
problems as unemployment, the rebuild- 
ing of the German war machine as a way 
out of economic chaos, in short, the un- 
derlying economic pressures which finally 
caused a desperate people to turn to Hit- 
ler. Nor did Niemoeller speak out against 
Hitler’s program of anti-Semitism,* race 
superiority,* nationalism, destruction of 
labor unions, destruction of small busi- 
nesses and encouragement of monopolies. 

Dr. Niemoeller is a tragically heroic 
figure today, but also a pathetic one, for 
he typifies the sincere but sterile kind 
of Christianity which has failed as an 
effective force in our civilization because 
it has permitted Caesar and not Christ 
to decide what belongs to Caesar and 
what shall be left to Christ. 

GLENN L. MOLLER. 
Ft. Worth, Texas. 

*Error. See editorial, page 8: “Sincere 

But Sterile.” 


’46 Achievement—’47 Challenge 


To the ‘Editors: 

For a significant achievement in our 
church in 1946, and an outstanding chal- 
lenge of 1947 let me suggest: 

(1) Approval by the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Youth Fellowship 
plan of organization and its adoption by 
young people’s groups throughout the 
church. 

(2) Unification of all young people’s 
work under one executive committee in 
order that Student Work be no longer 
apart from but a part of the total youth 
program. 

MRS. Ss. R. WILLIAMSON. 
Springhill, La. 


Thanks for Mission Court 


To the Editors: 

Thank you most kindly for the num- 
bers of THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, 
which reached us on the eve of our re- 
turn to our work in far-away Brazil. - We 
have already read them through, enjoy- 
ing again the noble spirit that actuates 
your fine paper. 

We are to have the pleasure of spend- 
ing the year of 1947, according to the 
Mission’s plan, at Araguacu, E de E. 
Paulo, where the Gammon Institute has 
a branch High School, and our hope is 
that we shall be able help consolidate 
the project. We are to substitute the 
Boyles during their year in the States. 

Again we want to express to the church 
our deep appreciation for the privilege of 
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spending our furlough year at Mission 
Court, a blessed haven for returned mis- 
sionaries who often have no other home 
in the U. S. Ginter Park is a propitious, 
pleasant community in which to live. We 
would express our farewell thanks to our 
many friends throughout the church. 

Wishing you increasing joy in the no- 
ble service you render to the church and 
her Lord, and inviting you to come to 
Brazil, 

I am cordially and gratefully yours, 

FRANK F. BAKER. 
New Orleans, La. 


Fair and Honest Treatment 
To the Editors: 


a I have been reading articles and 
letters in THE OUTLOOK about doing 
away with the color line in the churches, 
ete. I heartily endorse Mr. Clyde Fou- 
shee’s letter in the Jan. 13 issue. In my 
opinion, if this question is stirred up in 
the South, a racial war will certainly be 
the outcome. 

I have lived most of my life on a farm 
where Negroes were employed. We have 
always treated them fairly, honestly, and 
respectfully. They have always had a 
kindly feeling toward us when they left 
our farm for work elsewhere. They did 
not expect nor desire to go to our 
churches or schools. All they wanted was 
a fair deal in business and this we gave 
them. 

I hope that our relations with the col- 
ored race will remain the same as they 
are now, for the sake of the peace and 
well-being of our nation. 

MRS. EDGAR MARSH. 
Camden, S. C. 


Spiritual Interpretation 
To the Editors: 


On this subject, now much to the fore, 
let us think clearly, and not draw’ conclu- 
sions unwarranted by Scripture. In Ga- 
latians 3:27, 28 we read, “For as many of 
you as have been baptized into Christ 
have put on Christ. There is neither Jew 
nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, 
there is neither male nor female; for ye 
are all one in Christ Jesus.” Unquestion- 
ably this means ‘in the sphere of Christ,’ 
not physically. The Jew and the Greek 
still can be recognized each by his type 
of nose; the man and the woman are 
unchanged in sex. And to pretend that 
a change has taken place brings ludi- 
crous, or even dangerous effects. The 
woman “in Christ” is a “sister in Christ,” 
but how swiftly would she rebuff any 
social advances based only on spiritual 
connections. 

For similar reasons the Negro is still 
black in complexion, even though a 
“brother in Christ.” With Ruth Seabury 
at the close of Nashville Conference, we 
gladly acknowledge that “the higher we 
rise in the spiritual sphere, the fainter 
grow all barriers.” But as we return 
from Nashville and get back into our 
‘living room,’ the more complex and vivid 
grow the barriers. If my ‘brother-in- 
black’ asks my daughter to go to church 
with him, shall I follow the example of 
Mrs. Elizabeth Alford, of Kissimmee, Fla. 
(Letter, Jan, 13) and yield; or the reac- 
tion of her husband, and “use explosive 
language”? Is it not still my right to 
choose my friends and companions? Al- 
ways remembering that “my rights end 
where my neighbor’s rights begin,” does 
my brother-in-black not overstep the 


limits, even though he is a Christian, 
when he presumes on that basis, to urge 
as a right what looks to me unacceptable 
and unwise? For 80 years and more our 
forefathers have feared miscegenation. In 
every mission field the evil results of it 
show in multitudes of weaklings. The 
poor results of mixed blood show in na- 
tions all around the world. Do we dare 
risk that specter in our beloved land? 
Dare we risk our Own daughters un- 
guarded? God does not ask of us such 
a monstrous danger. 
R. E. McALPINE. 

Winston-Salem, N. C. 


A Negro’s Funeral 


To the Editors: 

Several weeks ago there was held in 
the Presbyterian Church in Tazewell, Va., 
a very inspiring, helpful, and exemplary 
service. 

A Mr. Holley, a Negro barber, held in 
high regard by all people of the com- 
munity, white and black, had died. The 
buildings of the several Negro churches 
are small. The officers of the Presbyte- 
rian Church offered the use of their beau- 
tiful building for the funeral service, The 
main auditorium was crowded with Ne- 
groes. The large Sunday school assembly 
room, thrown open to the main auditor- 
ium, was about two-thirds full of white 
people. The service was conducted by Ne- 
gro and white pastors. Dr. Freeman, pase 
tor of the Presbyterian Church, read a 
very beautiful summary of the life and 
character of Mr. Holley. The choir was 
composed of members of the different 
white churches. A Negro woman sang a 
solo. 

The impression on the community was 
profound. One man of an old Tazewell 
family said to me: “This is an example 
of the best of the South.” 

The relation between the whites and 
Negroes in this town is unusually fine, 
One notes this cordial relationship in the 
pleasant greetings between white and 
black as they meet on the streets. We 
never hear of inter-racial trouble. Every 
summer, in addition to the Daily Vaca- 
tion Bible Schools for white children, 
there is a D. V. B. S. for Negro children 
held in the educational building of the 
Presbyterian Church, with an attendance 
of more than a hundred. 

If this kind of Christian recognition 
and regard were more real and exampli- 
fied here and all over our Southland, there 
would be less talk of that kind of mix- 
ing of the races which is not to be desired 
by right thinking people of either race. 

WM. F. JUNKIN. 
Tazewell, Va. 


Stands With Carl Pritchett 


To the Editors: 


Let me express my support for the posi- 
tion outlined by Carl Pritchett (Letter, 
Dec. 23) relative to the treatment of Ne- 
gro members of our church at Montreat. 

May I comment, too, on the danger of 
our following a “double standard’? It 
is easier for us to oppose race segregation 
in the church and unfair treatment of 
fellow-Christians of another color, when 
it happens at Montreat than it is for us 
to take a courageous stand on these is- 
sues in our local community. I suspect 
that the attitude toward and treatment 
of Negro Christians at Montreat are far 
better than in hundreds of local towns 
and churches. 

If this attitude and this treatment are 
wrong, they merit vigorous opposition 
wherever practiced. 

WATSON STREET. 
Fulton, Missouri. 
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Turck Says Faith 
Must Be Interpreted 
For Young People 


College Leaders Responsible 


To Community, World, God 


Boston. (RNS)—‘“The greatest serv- 
ice that our colleges can render to re- 
ligion today is to interpret religious 
faith and religious obligation in terms 
that young people will accept,’”’ Charles 
J. Turck, president of the Association 
of American Colleges declared in an 
address at the annual meeting of the 
Association here, 

Dr. Turck, president of Macalester 
College, St. Paul, Minn., told the con- 
ference that ‘‘the responsibilities edu- 
cational leadership imposes are pri- 
marily not to boards of trustees, but to 
the community, to the world and to God. 

“This means that religious and ethical 
duties must be presented in terms that 
are derived from and have relevance to 
the kind of brotherly society that is at 
least a possibility in our times.”’ 

He continued: “If we really make 
the effort to achieve this kind of intelli- 
gent outlook and this kind of religious 
spirit, we shall indeed frighten some 
timid souls. We shall be hampered more 
by the stupidity of good men who do 
not comprehend what we are trying to 
do than by the malevolence of bad men 
who know what our goal is and are 
fighting to stop us. 

“For what we seek in our colleges 
for all the young people of our land is 
such an emancipation of their minds 
and hearts as the world has never seen 
before—freedom from the _ ancient 
dogma of churches, freedom from old 
economic shibboleths that endlessly re- 
peated produce new forms of ruin, free- 
dom from old nationalisms and race and 
religious prejudices that drew lines that 
had reality only when persons were de- 
based. 

“And for what shall this free mind be 
used? To create new doubts, to estab- 
lish a new and more complete cynicism, 
to provoke despair? May God forbid! 
The light of freedom that we seek is 
to be enkindled at the shrine of religious 
faith, faith without superstition, faith 
that stands on the shoulders of reason 
pointing the way ahead, faith that sees 
all countries as one country, all peo- 
ples as one people, all men as one man, 
a brother beloved.” 

Editorial, page 8. 





MISSOURI VOTES FOR UNION 


Southern Presbyterians in Mis- 
souri are overwhelmingly in favor of 
uniting the American Presbyterian 
churches. In a straw vote, conducted 
at the request of the synod, only one 
church (Bellevue), out of 27 report- 
ing, opposes the idea. The churches 
at Higginsville and Lawson report a 
2-1 vote in favor; Festus has 3-1 ma- 
jority, and all others run to top- 
heavy majorities, with eight churches 
showing 100 per cent in favor of 
union. 

Leaders in Misouri for some time 
have been urging other parts of the 
General Assembly to hasten the 
movement toward reunion, pointing 
to their pressing needs for a more 
united effort in their area. For a 
long while, Presbyterians, US and 
USA, have combined their efforts in 
supporting Westminster College and 
the orphans’ home at Farmington. 
Last reports showed Missouri US 
Presbyterians numbering 19,191, 
while USA members add up to more 
than 56,000. 

The straw vote, requested by the 
1946 synod, was instructed to be 
taken without any debate of the is- 
sues involved. 











Contributions to Religion Pass 
Billion Dollar Mark 


Minneapolis, Minn. (RNS).—Contri- 
butions made by the American public 
to religion in 1945 scored a new high 
by passing the $1,000,000,000 mark, 
but they amounted to only one-third 
of the nation’s bill for tobacco and 
one-eighth its outlay for alcoholic bev- 
erages. 

This is the report of the family 
economics bureau of the Northwestern 
National Life Insurance Co., Minneapo- 
lis, on the basis of official estimates 
made by the U. S. Department of Com- 
merce. 

The estimated total for religious 
gifts and bequests in 1945 was $1,- 
035,000,000, or .9 per cent of the $115,- 
000,000,000 for all consumer outlays 
for the year. It was estimated that of 
the total, $7,800,000,000 went for al- 
coholic beverages; $3,000,000,000 for 
tobacco, and $1,200,000,000 for movies 
and theaters’ admissions. 

In 1942, religion received $721,000,- 
000 of the total consumer outlays of 
$89,000,000,000, or .8 per cent. 


Common Planning in 
Home Mission Work 


Proposed at Meeting 


Church Is Called to Uncompromising 
Position in Group Relationships 


A renewed summons to bring the total 
program of Home Missions within the 
scope of common planning and agree- 
ment was sounded at the recent annual 
meeting of the Home Missions Council 
of North America in Buck Hill Falls, 
Pa. Twenty-three major Protestant de- 
nominations are members of this coun- 
cil. 

The call to a greater over-all strategy 
was contained in a 70-page document 
prepared by a special committee of 
churchmen appointed by the council and 
it urged the elimination or avoidance 
of competition and overlapping while 
developing a well-balanced coordination 
of program, Interdenominational agen- 
cies in local communities should be de- 
veloped and strengthened, it was said, 
in the mobilization of total resources, 
missionary and ecclesiastical, for the 
common task, and in furthering co- 
operative and ecumenical ideals na- 
tionally and on a world basis. (Editorial, 
page 8.) 


Class and Race Distinctions 


In the special study it was declared 
that class and race distinctions must be 
eradicated in the Christian Church if it 
is to maintain its traditional champion- 
ship of human rights. The problem of 
group relations was described as one of 
the great social and ethical issues of the 
day, and the church, it was said, “‘must 
take a forthright and uncompromising 
position on the side of human rights.”’ 


Herman N. Morse, of New York, Pres- 
byterian, USA, home missions executive 
and the council’s retiring president, said 
that only a world-wide spiritual revival 
‘will settle the ideological controversy 
plaguing mankind today.” Unity within 
the church, he said, is the only sure 
means to attain spiritual leadership 
among the nations. 

The “unfair and uncharitable treat- 
ment” of non-white minority groups in 
America is a major deterrent to the 
spread of Christianity throughout the 
world, Ralph E. Diffendorfer, Methodist 
missions executive, told the council. 
“Treat the Mexican fairly, and Chris- 
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tianity will be proclaimed in Latin 
America,” he said. ‘Clear our Ameri- 
can Indian record and East Indians will 
take notice of democracy and Chris- 
tianity.”’ 


Dr. Diffendorfer declared that lynch- 
ing must be abolished ‘‘not by law, but 
by effectively acknowledging the Negro’s 
right to respect and decent citizenship.”’ 
When this is done, he said, “‘not only 
Africa but all the non-white world will 
rise up and call the church blessed.”’ 


Plans for the expenditure of $650,- 
000,000 on church buildings in the U. S. 
“will not cause a bit of comment in the 
non-Christian world of Asia, Africa and 
the islands of the sea. Nor will new 
church buildings, settlement houses, 
educational institutions or hospitals 
among minority groups be com- 
mented on by the billion non-white peo- 
ple of Asia as a favorable witness for 
Christianity,”’ Dr. Diffendorfer con- 
tinued. ‘‘These signs of possible pro- 
gress may have been evidences of Chris- 
tian vitality in the days _ before 
world-wide communication, interna- 
tional travel, and global war—but not 
now.” 


Dawber Sees Land Monopoly 


Mark A. Dawber, an executive secre- 
tary of the home missions council, de- 
clared that much of the world’s need for 
food today is due not only to the war, 
but to a “selfish monopoly of land and 
resources.”’ 

“It is not enough to feed the starving 
people of the world,” said Dr. Dawber. 
“They should be helped to feed them- 
selves. Let the church arise and de- 
clare itself on these issues, but, better 
still, lend its support to such programs 
of agricultural and industrial recon- 
struction as will remove the basic causes 
of dependency.” 

Looking at the American Indian, Dr. 
Dawber charged that 60 per cent of the 
Indians in this country have not received 
full citizenship. Fifteen thousand 
Navajo Indians between six and 16, he 
said, have never been to school—and 
there are no schools for them to attend. 

Looking at Puerto Rico, he said condi- 
tions are worse than when the U. S. 
took possession of the island in 1898. 
Yet, he declared, absolute independence 
today would mean utter ruin for the 
island, and ‘‘as Christians we should 
seek to avoid this disaster.”’ 





The people of Houma, La., with the 
exception of the Presbyterians, who 
were purposely and sedulously ex- 
cluded from even a knowledge of the 
plans and purposes until these were 
sprung upon them after they had been 
invited to be present, held a great 
community meeting early in January 
to do honor to the Rev. Dr. J. N. 
Blackburn, soon to retire, by reason 
of age, from his life-time charge of 
the Presbyterian Church. Hundreds 
were gathered in the spacious hall of 
the public school, to see and meet 
the bewildered pastor and his wife. 
Half a dozen speeches were made, 
there was beautiful vocal and instru- 
mental music, flowers were bestowed 
in profusion, and then came the sur- 
prising sensation or sensational sur- 
prise of the evening. It was enough 
(and it did!) to make the honorees al- 
most speechless and to thrill everybody 
present, when the master of cere- 
monies, the Hon. H. L. Bourgois, su- 
perintendent of schools, after reading 
a beautiful “citation telling of the 
love and admiration and appreciation 
of the whole community of their brave 
lives, presented the astonished cou- 
ple with a check for $6,925, with the 
words, ‘‘More to follow.’”’ The incident 
was unique and next to marvellous! 
Of the six speakers, five were Roman 
Catholics, and among them were the 
mayor, the ex-mayor, the parish 
schools superintendent, the judge of 
the district court, a leading physician, 





The Parson of Houma 


By George Summey 


who was the chief mover, and the pre- 
siding officer. 

Houma is a brisk, enterprising lit- 
tle city of some ten or twelve thou- 
sand people, of whom, as in all the 
“‘Cajan Parishes,’ nine-tenths or more 
are Catholics. The parish-seat of Ter- 
rebonne, is often called ‘“‘The Sugar 
Bowl” of Louisiana, with four very 
small Protestant churches and the 
huge Catholic Church with its thou- 
sands of members. 

Dr. Blackburn has spent his entire 
ministerial life, of approaching fifty 
years, as pastor of our little church 
and as a home missionary in that sec- 
tion of Louisiana. He has had no 
other charge, though often called to 
more ambitious fields. He is the 
“typical home missionary’”’ of the en- 
tire church. He has been sent a num- 
ber of times to the General Assembly, 
has been moderator of the Presbytery 
of New Orleans and of the Synod of 
Louisiana, and year before last was 
made a Doctor of Divinity, under 
splendid auspices, by Blackburn Uni- 
versity of Illinois. His great reputa- 
tion has been won by his earnestness, 
unaffected piety, devotion to his busi- 
ness, civic usefulness, devotion, and 
helpfulness to any and everybody. He 
is the best known man in his great 
parish, and is almost universally 
called, simply, ‘“‘The Parson.” And his 
beloved and much admired wife, 
Stella Horner, has been as popular as 
he. Together they are often spoken 
of as ‘“‘The Helpers!” 
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ALEX R. BATCHELOR 


Batchelor to Open Negro Work 
Office in Atlanta April 1 


First director of the Assembly’s new 
Committee on Negro Work will be Alex 
R. Batchelor, according to an announce- 
ment by the committee chairman, J. 
McDowell Richards, president of Colum- 
bia Seminary. For the past four years 
Mr. Batchelor has been on the staff of 
the Assembly’s Religious Education 
Committee in Richmond, Va., serving 
there as director of Sunday school ad- 
ministration. Before taking up that 
work he was regional director of re- 
ligious education for the Synods of 
Alabama and Tennessee and later for 
the Synod of Florida. 

The new director is a native of 
Geneva, New York, born there shortly 
after his parents came to this country 
from Scotland. Most of his life has 
been spent in the South. He is a grad- 
uate of Presbyterian College in South 
Carolina and of Columbia Seminary, 
holding a master’s degree from the Uni- 
versity of South Carolina. 

Mr. Batchelor’s pastoral experience 
was obtained in churches in Whitmire 
and Spartanburg, S. C., in Marion, N. C., 
and as student pastor at the University 
of Florida. 

In making the announcement, Dr. 
Richards said, ‘Mr. Batchelor’s wide 
contacts throughout our church and his 
thorough acquaintance with the pro- 
gram of our General Assembly as well 
as his deep interest in the welfare of 
the Negro people and his evangelistic 
spirit fit him in a peculiar way for the 
task to which he has been called. The 
Assembly’s committee feels that it is 
most fortunate in being able to secure 
him as the director of this imvortant 
work for our church.” 

Headquarters for the committee will 
be in Atlanta ‘where Mr. Batchelor will 
open an office April 1. 
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THE OUTLOOK PULPIT 


Christianity’s Chief Rival 


By WALTER LAPSLEY CARSON 





Text: II Corinthians 4:4 fort are richly compensated. Many of these people are in 


the highest income brackets. At the opposite end of the 





HERE IS NO OTHER religion in America today which 
in any real sense competes with Christianity. The 
vast majority of the people in this country either ac- 

cept the Christian religion or accept no religion at all. 
One who worships no gods at all is by definition a secularist. 
Wherefore, we may say that secularism is Christianity’s 
chief rival. 

In II Corinthians 4:4 we find the Apostfe Paul speaking 
of a class of people “in whom the god of this world hath 
blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the 
light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image 
of God, should shine unto them.” This language indi- 
cates that even in the first century secularism was a rival 
of Christianity. 


I. WHAT IS SECULARISM? 


The term, “secularism,” is derived from a Latin word, 
“saecularis,” which means, “‘the world.”’ ‘Secular’ is de- 
fined in the Century Dictionary as that which is “of or per- 
taining to the things of time or of this world, and dis- 


economic scale are school teachers, ministers, and others 
who are supposed to contribute to the intellectual and 
spiritual development of the population. On the average, 
school teachers receive less compensation than domestic 
servants. Ministers, as a class, fare a little better. All of 
this indicates that in the estimation of the American public 
the spiritual values are nowhere nearly so important as 
the material values. Such emphasis upon material things 
is secularism. 


Reliance Upon the Naturai 


There are multitudes of people in the world today who 
do not believe in the supernatural. Natural causes are 
regarded as adequate to account for the universe, the world, 
man, and all human activities. It is assumed that mankind 
must rely solely upon natural resources for supplying his 
needs and solving his problems. It seems to be taken for 
granted that if we can learn enough about the great ele- 
mental forces of nature to use them more efficiently and 


y if we can utilize fully the natural resources of the world, 

x sociated from or having no concern with religious, spiritual, we can produce a kind of life here which will be entirely 

& or sacred matters or usage.” It is “secularism,” so de- satisfactory. Many people also accept it as an established 

4 fined, that constitutes Christianity’s chief rival today. conclusion that social, economic, political and religious life 

= c can be made perfect by means of more effective organiza- 

- i. THE PREVALENCE OF SECULARISM tion. It is also quite commonly held that if the masses of 

f mankind can be educated, nothing else will be needed in 

2 Concern for the Temporal order to. produce utopia. 

g One does not have to look far for evidence of the spread Relying as they do upon these natural and temporal 

i- of secularism in America today. For example, inthe March agencies, many people give God little or no place in their 

t 18 issue of Time magazine there were some excerpts from thinking. His claims upor their lives and his right to 

“ The Daily Bruin, a student newspaper of the University of obedience and service are not recognized. Deep down in- 

yf California, in which a 22-year old ex-GI had expressed his ‘Side of them they do not expect any help from God. In 

ir educational opinion. Said this young man: times of stress and emergency, they may instinctively cry 

to God; but they do not honestly believe that it does any 

ot “The educational system of America is failing the youth 800d. Such thinking always in terms of the natural is 

y of America. -. It is fashioning sparrows and pushing secularism, pure and simple. 
them out to compete with hawks. Why on earth 

y should we be taught . . this foolishness about honesty, ; 

18 truth, and fair play? .. . Neglect of Religious Observances 

i- “If a student is majoring in Law, he should be taught 

h not only the laws but the most approved methods .. . In many areas of American life today religious ob- 
of finding the loopholes. If he is to be a doctor, servances are either being neglected or discontinued alto- 

YJ Be should not only learn medicine but how te, milk the gether. Family prayers have about faded out of the ple 
the cheapest of materials. If a journalist, how to ‘ture in most modern homes. Where there remains a hur- 
slant, alter, lie in the securities field . . . the ried and embarrassed mumbling of grace at meals, the prac- 

= different methods of watering stocks and duping the _ tice means very little. More and more people have either 

: ag es ee a stopped going to church altogether or attend services only 

. professors stumbling on their White Horse truth, and get © special occasions like Easter and Christmas. The Sab- 
some good hard-headed business men in our colleges to bath has become increasingly a holiday rather than a holy 
teach us what we have to know to become a success.” day. Such irreligion constitutes another manifestation of 

Tr. secularism. 

de It is probably safe to assert that large elements of the 

lis American people today, like this young man, are concerned 

‘O- solely with temporal things and never even think seriously MI. CAUSES OF SECULARISM 

ell of eternity. One world at a time is enough for them. This 

of is of the very essence of secularism. Intellectual Difficulties 

tic Among a number of causes that have conspired to pro- 

he Emphasis Upon Material Values duce this spirit of secularism should be placed intellectual 

he The values that are held in highest esteem by the aver- difficulties. Doubt has destroyed the faith of some people 

1s age American are material values. Money, good clothes, in religion. They no longer believe in even the possibility 

ire nice homes, a good time, are the things for which most peo- of the supernatural. They have honest and sincere mis- 

nt ple are striving. That our thinking is heavily weighted to- givinqgs about the truth of most of the doctrines of Chris- 
wards secularism is proved by what we are willing to pay tianity. They have no confidence in the value of prayer. 

vill for material values on one side and spiritual values on the They fear that they do not have adequate grounds for be- 

vill other. Moving picture stars, prize fighters, baseball and 


football players, and other people who can provide us with 
entertainment or promote physical health and temporal com- 


lieving in a hereafter. And because they have lost their 
faith in everything else, they have centered their interests 
solely upon the things of this world. 





The Inconsistent Lives of Religious People 


Disgust with the hypocrisy of those who profess to be re- 
ligious has been responsible for causing large numbers of 
people to turn to secularism. It does sometimes happen 
that the people who talk most sanctimoniously, who are 
most active in public religious exercises, who are most regu- 
lar in their participation in formal religious observances 
have the meanest dispositions, the sharpest tongues, and 
the most uncharitable spirits, and are most unsatisfactory 
people to deal with in any relationships of life. Those who 
observe such people, being convinced that religion exerts no 
worthwhile influence upon the character and daily lives of 
so many of its adherents, reach the conclusion that religion 
is worthless. Consequently, they become out-and-out 
secularists. 


Secular System of Education 


Many secularists have been produced by our secular sys- 
tem of education. By leaving the teaching of religion out 
of our public educational system, we have been virtually 
saying to one generation after another of our youth that 
religion is of no value or of little importance. The things 
which the community holds to be important in its own life 
are apt to be included in the curriculum of the schools. 
That is why the curriculum includes instruction in science, 
art, economics, politics, history, literature, and business. Ap- 
parently, the community does not consider religion im- 
portant, because religion has no place in the curriculum of 
our tax-supported institutions or in many of our inde- 
pendently endowed colleges and universities. Thus, religion 
comes to be despised by youth. Such an educational sys- 
tem can be expected to produce secularists. 


Absorption in Other Interests 


Absorption in other interests is probably the principal 
cause of secularism. Business affairs, domestic duties, 
social activities, community enterprises, and recreational 
pastimes absorb so much of our time and energy that little 
is left for religion. The tempo of life has speeded up. 
Science and invention have placed innumerable gadgets in 
our possession with which we like to amuse ourselves. 
Profit-hungry commercial agencies provide us with a great 
variety of forms of entertainment. Life here has become 
more pleasant. Dependence upon God has become less ob- 
vious. It isn’t altogther surprising that, in an environ- 
mental situation of this kind, people lose interest in re- 
ligion and devote themselves solely to secular pursuits. 
They are just too busy with other things to be bothered 
with religion. 


IV. THE INADEQUACY OF SECULARISM 

Secularism is not an adequate philosophy of life. One 
who exchanges his religious faith for the spirit of secular- 
ism makes a bad bargain. All of the adherents of secular- 
ism in the world today are headed for disappointment and 
disillusionment. 





Pulpit this month, has long been regarded as one 

of the ablest of Southern Presbyterian preachers. 
A native Virginian, he was educated at Washington and 
Lee University, and at Union Seminary in Richmond. 
Following service in the air corps in World War I ke 
became assistant pastor, then co-pastor, of the Second 
church, Memphis, Tenn. In 1922 he was called to the 
First church, Richmond, Va., where he has served ever 
since. 

Pictures on the cover show the old First church build- 
ing where the congregation worshipped before moving to 
the growing section in Richmond’s West End, and the 
completed first unit of the new church—the educational 
building. Plans are being completed now for the sanc- 
tuary. 


D R. CARSON, whose sermon appears in The Outlock 
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Secularism Doéesn’t Make People Happy 


It might naturally be supposed that people who had 
emancipated themselves from the control of religion and 
who had thrown off all religious restraints would be very 
happy people. Such, however, does not prove to be the 
case. The thoroughgoing secularists are the most bored, 
disillusioned, depressed and unhappy people you can find. 
The reason is that the values that this world has to offer 
cannot supply the needs, satisfy the desires and fulfill the 
aspirations of a human soul. 

Secularism Cannot Solve Human Problems 

The natural forces and resources upon which secularists 
rely cannot solve our problems. Secular agencies can place 
within our hands almost unlimited energy, but only religion 
can give us the character that will make us fit to use this 
vast energy for constructive purposes, rather than for 
the mass slaughter of war and the destruction of all human 
values. 7 

When two people marry, secular agencies can provide 
them with a modern home, with automatic heat, a radio, 
a vacuum cleaner, a washing machine, a Mixmaster, an 
automobile, and many other modern comforts and con- 
veniences. Only religion, however, can give to two human 
beings the mutual forbearance, the self-control, the un- 
selfishness, the devotion to duty, the loyalty to vows, that 
are necessary to make a marriage successful and to make 
a home a place where children are prepared for life and 
for citizenship. 

When the forces of evil begin to work upon the char- 
acter or personality of a boy or a girl, or a man or a 
woman for that matter, all the secularistic forces and 
agencies are relatively powerless to do anything about it. 
Only the spiritual resources that are made available through 
religion are competent to arrest the processes of character 
disintegration and to heal the spiritual diseases of ‘human 
personality. Neither science, nor culture, nor anything else 
that secularism has to offer can minister adequately to a 
human being who is tortured by the scourgings of a guilty 
conscience; only the forgiving love of God can do that. 

When moth and rust corrupt the treasures that have been 
laid up on earth, or when thieves break through and steal 
them, when disease has laid its wasting hand upon you or 
upon one whom you love, or when you can hear the beat- 
ing of the black wings of the angel of death, secularism has 
no comfort to give, no remedy to furnish, no hope to offer. 
Religion, and religion alone, can minister adequately to a 
human soul in such times of stress and emergency. 

Secularism Cannot Build an Enduring Civilization 

Secular forces may provide many of the materials that 
will enrich social life, and may place in our hands the 
means that we can employ for making a decent world; but 
only religion can transform human nature, restrain our 
predatory instincts, discipline our selfish desires, provide 
us with the proper ideals of character and principles of 
conduct, and give us the moral courage and the spiritual 
power that we need if the character of the individual is 
ever to be what it ought to be and if the individuals in the 
world are ever to be organized into a happy and holy so- 
ciety. If people continue to neglect religion and if secular- 
ism becomes more and more prevalent in the world, then 

mankind faces nothing but certain disaster or even the com- 
plete extinction of the human race. 

To be a secularist is to be without God. And to be with- 
out God is to be without hope. It would be a sad day for 
our race if Christianity should be vanquished by its chief 
rival, secularism. 





You cannot just hold onto your faith and expect anything 
much to happen. You cannot leave to others the doing 
of what really needs to be done. If this vision you have 
of God does not move and drive and pull and tug and 
wrench and twist and hold and stride an walk off grimly 
after Him, it is nothing. We stultify it when we use it 
as a solace and no more. This is to take the power of God 
that swings the stars in their orbits and ask it to do nothing 
but the household chores.—PAUL SCHERER. 
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We Want to Go to West China! 


THE TIME HAS COME 


To the Editors: 


Dr. Frank Price’s statesmanlike article on the opportuni- 
ties awaiting the church in Asia (OUTLOOK, January 13) 
should open our eyes and hearts to the great challenge 
which world missions presents to us in this new age. Here 
is a ready-made situation in which we can demonstrate 
the pioneering spirit of the early leaders of our church. 
Dr. Darby Fulton, in his fine book, Now Is the Time, points 
out that even in the face of the tremendous task of re- 
construction in the South after the War Between the States 
our church entered vigorously into the foreign mission en- 
terprise. In another article he says that over a thousand of 
our college and seminary young people have expressed a 
purpose to give themselves to missionary service. Surely 
the time has come for us to capitalize on the great mis- 
sionary zeal within our communion to enter these open 
doors. 

The situation in West China, which Dr. Price knows so 
well at first hand, is like a new Macedonian call, with 
both political and religious leaders appealing for Christian 
aid. As candidates for the China Mission awaiting ap- 
pointment, we would consider it a high privilege to be sent 
out into this vast new territory, should our executive com- 
mittee feel led to extend our church’s work into that field. 

MR. AND MRS. ARCH. B. TAYLOR, JR. 

Buffalo Valley, Tenn. 


THREE THINGS NEEDED 


To the Editors: 


Against a magnificent background of Asia’s past and 
present, it seems to me that Dr. Frank Price asks a search- 
ing question in his OUTLOOK article of January 13th. 

“We should continue to pioneer,” he says. ‘‘The church 
of Christ in China is asking for missionaries to help in its 
new home missionary program in West China. . . . Why 
could we not contribute twenty or thirty new missionaries 
immediately to the Church of Christ in China for this for- 
ward movement?” 

We could! But before we can we must find three things 
in our beloved church, three things before we can say to 
the Church of Christ in China that we will continue to 
pioneer, that we will help by their side in their home mis- 
sion to the westward. Are not these the three—an aroused 
interest, an inspired giving, and ready volunteers? 

An aroused interest—how long it has been since our 
church entered a new part of the world! How the church 
would thrill to read in your columns a flood of letters from 
men and women all through our Assembly who are deeply 
moved at the thought of our church lengthening the cords 
as well as strengthening the stakes. How long we have 
prayed for a call from the younger churches to come over 
and help them, to help in a work they have started under 
their own leadership, to help in a work they themselves in- 
vite us to! How great a challenge to be asked to undergird 
not only our own plans and opinions, but also the dreams of 
the Chinese Christians themselves. Surely here is an oppor- 
tunity that will strike deep into the hearts and minds of 
thoughtful Christians in every part of our Assembly. Speak 
out, wherever you are, you who see a great and open door 
before us! An aroused interest will send our church and 
our Nashville Committee forward in this matter. It will 
open our hearts afresh to the unfailing power of the love 
of God in Christ Jesus. It will make us build as well 
as rebuild. 

Inspired givers must make themselves known, too. An 
aroused interest must have a check attached if we are to 
go forward. Out in our church are there some men and 
women who will pledge above and beyond their present 


giving to meet this history-making challenge? I know there 
are. We need men and women who will match dollars for 
lives; not a few dollars for a little while, but enough dollars 
to get out of surplus-giving and down into heart-giving, 
sinew-giving. Every American and Chinese minister, doc- 
tor, teacher, wife, who volunteers in answer to this chal- 
lenge must be backed by the life and tears of those 
at home. Do we have life in our church waiting for such 
an hour as this? I am confident that an aroused church 
will with new money underwrite her aroused prayers. I 
am confident of that because I know there are men and 
women reading these words who are restless in their abun- 
dance of hard cash, men and women who have been waiting 
for a real challenge to their Christian intentions. 

We all know it will take not only interest and money 
beyond our present budget. It will take more than that. 
It will take some who are able to go to this new work them- 
selves, who will go there, who cannot be stopped from going 
there. Dr. Price asks why we could not send twenty or 
thirty. Ten, twenty, thirty, where are you? Two here from 
Horse Creek would count it high honor to be among you. 
Are there others? 

FRANCES AND K. J. FOREMAN, JR. 

Lansing, Ashe County, N. C. 


WILL APPEAL TO MANY 
To the Editors: 

The address of Dr. Frank W. Price at the Nashville con- 
vention caught the imagination of many of us. His article 
in the January 13 issue of THE OUTLOOK should give 
new vision to our entire church. His suggestion of con- 
tributing twenty or thirty missionaries immediately to the 
church of Christ in China will doubtless appeal to many of 
our young people who want to pioneer, and who feel the 
wisdom of taking Christ to the provinces of West China 
along the Russian border. E 

I am confident that our church will want to cooperate 
in meeting this great challenge that the China of today 
presents. May we meet our responsibility in Asia! 


WILLIAM H. HOPPER, JR. 
Kings Mountain, N. C. 


PASTORS CAN HELP 


Now that annual budgets are being studied in the 
churches, this is an opportune time for pastors to see that 
the item under “miscellaneous” or ‘‘church literature’’ is 
made large enough to care for a $30, or even a $100, need. 

The need to be met: INFORMED leadership. 

How to meet it? See that the key people in the church 
have an annual subscription to THE PRESBYTERIAN 
OUTLOOK. $50 or $60 or $90 spent for this purpose from 
the church budget will pay* big dividends. 

Can the church afford to have uninformed leaders— 
elders, deacons, teachers, Auxiliary workers? 

The Roman Catholic Church is planning to circulate 100 
million copies of Roman Catholic papers in Protestant 
homes with RC laymen paying the bill. Before that is 
accomplished can we get a Presbyterian paper into the 
homes of our leaders? 

Try this plan a year—two years—and see if it does not 
pay your church—in aggressive leadership, in actual finan- 
cial gain. 

Plan to begin the new church year with an earnest effort 
to equip your leaders with this useful tool—-THE PRES- 
BYTERIAN OUTLOOK. 





“We often do not do as well as we know; but we never 
strive to do better than we know.” 
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EDITORIAL 


Sincere But Sterile! 
See letter, page 2. 





So one of our correspondents char- 
acterizes the religion of Martin Nie- 
moeller: “Sincere but sterile.” The 
judgment we believe has elements of 
truth. 

Dr. Niemoeller himself acknowledges 
that the church of which he is a member 
and including himself did not speak out 
against the Nazi program as courage- 
ously as it should have done. We agree 
with Mr. Moller that this was due, in 
very large part, to a conception of Chris- 
tianity (only too common in our own 
land as well) which has “permitted 
Caesar and not Christ (to) decide what 
belongs to Caesar and what shall be 
left to Christ.”” To understand the role 
of the church in Germany when Hitler 
was rising to power, we need to remem- 
ber that the church in that land was 
committed to a doctrine of the spirit- 
uality of the church (similar to the one 
advocated by many Southern Presby- 
terians), which held that the church is 
concerned only with the preaching of 
the Gospel and with the salvation of in- 
dividual souls. According to this view, 
the church had no right to oppose the 
policies of the state unless they inter- 
fered with the actual proclamation of 
the Gospel. Leaders of the church, 





bound by this conception, did not pro- 
test as they should have done, against 
many of the actions of Adolf Hitler. 

The limited, and therefore erroneous 
conception of the Gospel which pre- 
vailed in Germany as it does in many 
parts of our own church, may not be 
sterile, but it certainly does not produce 
the full fruits of the Christian faith in 
Germany or in America. We believe 
therefore that our correspondent is 
partly correct in his judgment. 

Mr. Moller is wrong however when he 
states that Dr. Niemoeller was a Nazi 
party member. He was at first inclined 
to support Hitler (there were many in 
Germany, and also in Great Britain and 
in the United States, who saw in him 
the only secure bulwark against Com- 
munism), but broke with him within 
the first year, and from 1932 on opposed 
various aspects of Hitler’s policy in- 
cluding his anti-Semitism, even after 
the voice of most others had been 
silenced or intimidated. (How many of 
us would have done as much?) 


The eight years that Niemoeller spent 
in a German concentration camp, as the 
personal prisoner of Adolf Hitler, are 
an eloquent testimony of what Hitler 
thought of him, and of the danger which 
he saw in his courageous stand. The 
Confessional Church (a group within the 
State Church) which acknowledged 
Martin Niemoeller as its leader, con- 
tinued to oppose the Nazi policies, when 
every other group in Germany had been 
silenced, and refused to pray for a Ger- 
man victory even in the tensest days of 
the war. The Nazi leaders, who sought 
in every possible way to crush the Con- 
fessional Church, did not seem to re- 
gard their faith as unimportant. These 
Christians proved their devotion to 
Christ in the fiery furnace of tribulation. 
We do not believe under these circum- 
stances that Dr. Niemoeller’s religion 
was exactly sterile. 


Nor is Pastor Niemoeller’s religion 
sterile today. After his release from 
imprisonment he joined other leaders of 
the German church in drawing up a dec- 
laration of the nation’s guilt, and he 
has continued to preach repentance, that 
the nation may rebuild its life in expec- 
tation of the mercy and in hope of the 
blessings of God. He has repudiated 
his former conception of the spirituality 
of the church, and is teaching that the 
church must apply the Gospel to the 
whole of life. 


The editors of THE PRESBYTERIAN 
OUTLOOK believe that the hope of a 
Christian and of a democratic Germany 
depends on the Evangelical Church in 
that land, and especially on that group 
within the church which has followed 
and which still continues to follow the 
leadership of Martin Niemoeller. We 
believe that the Evangelical Church in 
Germany, in which this group now plays 
a dominant role, deserves the material 
assistance, and must have, in addition, 
the spiritual fellowship and aid of their 
fellow-Christians in the United States 
of America; that recognizing our own 
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shortcomings as individuals, as churches 
and as a nation, and our common de- 
pendence on the grace and mercy of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, we should 
work with our fellow-Christians in Ger- 
many as in every other land to turn men 
to him in penitence and in faith, that 
with resolute determination they may 
seek to build their individual and their 
national life on his holy will. 


Alex Batchelor’s Job 


In choosing Alex R. Batchelor as di- 
rector of the Assembly’s Committee on 
Negro Work, the committee made an 
excellent decision. Alex Batchelor will 
be an able leader of this work. He 
knows the church and its leaders and 
its local situations well. He has drive, 
enthusiasm and a good understanding 
of what is involved in the task. He will 
bring vigorous prosecution to a work 
which the General Assembly feels de- 
serves such prosecution. He will be able 
to count on good support as he leads in 
developing a program which, to some 
extent, will seek to atone for some of 
our shameful failures in the past. 


Home Missions Strategy 


Just what is involved in the common 
planning recommended by the Home 
Missions Council of North America at 
its recent Buck Hill Falls meeting is 
not reported in news dispatches, but the 
trend of the recommendations is in- 
teresting. This central body, made up 
of representatives from 23 denomina- 
tions, has been a pioneer in calling its 
constituent bodies to a forthright meet- 
ing of the main issues in home missions 
for a long while. Its leaders are men 
of stature and of high Christian purpose. 
We shall await with interest their 
specific recommendations on what is in- 
volved in the over-all strategy. 


Call to College Leaders 


A brief report of what was evidently 
a stirring address before the Association 
of American Colleges is given on page 
three. Dr. Turck, the president, is a 
well-known Presbyterian layman, for- 
merly within Southern Presbyterian 
boundaries—president of Centre Col- 
lege. Now he is recognized as one of the 
ablest, most dynamic laymen in the 
Presbyterian Church, USA. Even @ 
casual reading of these paragraphs from 
his Boston address will indicate why he 
is in his present position of acknow- 
ledged leadership. 

The president of Macalester College, 
a Presbyterian, USA, institution, calls 
his fellow-educators to serious consider- 
ations. He recognizes very clearly the 
handicaps: institutional ties and re 
sponsibilities, misunderstanding from 
within (he calls it, ‘“‘The stupidity of 
good men’’), and the heavy hand of the 
past. He sees also several possible 
eventualities which must be avoided, 
but these, he is convinced, can be 
avoided by positive faith and aggressive 
leadership, That kind of faith and 
leadership he has well demonstrated. 
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WHY INDIA? 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“Lift up your eyes, and look ... .” 
John 4:35. 


HY SHOULD WE study about 
W India? The question must have 

occurred to a good many South- 
ern Presbyterians looking over the 
literature for our mission study this 
winter. One whole issue of Presbyterian 
Youth is devoted to India; a recom- 
mended mission study book is on that 
field. But we have no missions there, 
never did have, and at present are not 
proposing to send any men or money 
in that direction. If this keeps up (so 
the puzzled Presbyterian thinks) we 
shall be spending all our time running 
around the globe—Alaska, Tibet, Zulu- 
land, and so forth, finding out much 
that does not concern us and nothing 
that does. 

However, there are good reasons for 
studying India. 

1. While we have no missions there, 
two of our sister Presbyterian denomi- 
nations do: the Associate Reformed and 
the U. S. A. Presbyterians. It will 
strengthen our sympathy with these 
likewise mission-minded churches to 
study a country in which our neighbors 
are working. Furthermore, it is not 
at all impossible (indeed many of us 
are praying that it may come to pass) 
that we shall before long be united with 
both these sister denominations. When 
that good day comes, it will be well 
for us to have begun to make India’s 
acquaintance, for the Presbyterian mis- 
sionaries out there will then not be 
“theirs” but our own. 

2. Our own missions come into con- 
tact with most of the other major re- 
ligions of the world, but not with Hin- 
duism. It is chiefly in India that Hindu- 
ism and Christianity meet, and it is well 
that we should know something of whaf 
happens when a clash like that occurs. 
Hinduism comes as near being the pre- 
cise opposite of Christianity as any re- 
ligion in the world except Buddhism, 
and the strategy of Christianity in meet- 
ing such a faith is different from the 
strategy required in a country like 
Brazil, central Africa or Japan. 

3. India’s immense size alone entitles 
her to serious study on our part. It is 
not really a country but several coun- 
tries, and the total population is more 
than three times that of our own nation. 
Just as information, if for no better 
reason, India calls for study by intelli- 
gent people. 

4. India presents a type-case of the 
upsurge of national and racial self- 
consciousness in the opposite hentis- 
Dhere. The suspicion, resentment and 
even hatred of the white race, the pas- 
sionate and even fanatical desire to be 
free of all western control, the kind 
of feeling which at this moment is be- 
hind the Chinese students’ anti-Ameri- 
can parades and riots—all this is to be 
seen in India at white heat. Whether 
this is wise; whether it may be our 


fault to some degree; whether, once 
given independence, these eastern peo- 
ples can maintain it; this may be argu- 
able, but the fact is there and we should 
open our eyes to it. 

5. India illustrates how the Christian 
ideal can be carried out in statecraft. 
India’s will to freedom has been ap- 
plauded by Christian groups the world 
around; the inequities of the colonial 
system (and its iniquities likewise) 
have been kept in the public eye more 
by religious groups than by any other. 
If it had not been for vocal Christian 
sentiment in the British Empire, it is 
doubtful whether India would be as 
far along today on the road to inde- 
pendence as she is. It was notable that 
the Commission which went to India to 
make definite arrangements for the free- 
ing of that country was composed ol 
religious men. Stafford-Cripps is a lay 
reader of the Anglican church (what 
Methodists might call a local preacher) ;: 
Alexander is a lay preacher in the Bap- 
tist church, and Pethick-Lawrence is 
said to be an unusually and deeply re- 
ligious man. When at first it looked 
as if various factions of Indians could 
not agree, these three Englishmen 
stayed persistently on the job, trying, 
with eventual success, to find a plan tha. 
would be acceptable. India has fur- 


nished a striking example of a tremen- 
dous problem in government and inter- 
national relations to the solution of 
which Christian thought has made an 
actual contribution. 

6. A study of India may help keep - 
more humble, and hence more Christian. 
We suffer from the constant tempta- 
tion to regard ourselves as the One True 
Church. When we reflect that of the 
eight million Christians now in India, 
not one was converted by a Southern 
Presbyterian missionary, we may logt- 
cally conclude that we are not the only 
church with a vital missionary urge nor 
the only church God recognizes. Let 
us by no means neglect the fields for 
which we have accepted definite respon- 
sibility; yet let us lift up our eyes now 
and then and look at a great lost world. 


Six Presbyterian Churches 
Buy Former Army Chapels 


Six Presbyterian groups in southern 
states have purchased government- 
owned army chapels to date, according 
to recent War Department informa- 
tion. These are as follows: 

Bible Presbyterian church, Gaines- 
ville, Texas; Moss Point church, Moss 
Point, Miss.; Northminster church, 
Greenville, S. C.; First church, Ennis, 
Texas; First church, Abilene, Texas; 
and the Log Cabin church, Macon, Ga. 





of Christianity (7 vol.) by Latourette. 


(I’m making progress). 


by Sigrid Undset. 


in the Light of Scripture, Caillet. 


by Spinoza. 


Gerald Heard. 


Theory of Man, by John Wild. 





Books I'd Like to Read 


B. F. HALL, Minister, Central Church, St. Louis—The Herdsman, by 
Dorothy Wilson; Event in Eternity, by Paul Scherer; History of the Expansion 


ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON, Professor, Union Seminary, Richmond; 
co-editor, OUTLOOK—The Meeting of East and West, by F. S. C. Northrop; 
Moral Ideals of Our Civilization, by Tranoff; The Harvard Five-Foot Shelf 


NORMAN CORWIN—Tristram Shandy, by Laurence Sterne; Encyclopae- 
dia Brittanica (‘‘all the way through’’); 


RACHEL HENDERLITE, Professor, Assembly's Training School—War 
and Peace, by Leo Tolstoy; Augustine’s Confessions; Kristin Lavransdatter, 


MARGARET HALSEY—War and Peace, by Leo Tolstoy; Tristram Shandy, 
by Laurence Sterne; Alice In Wonderland, by Lewis Carroll. 


BALMER H. KELLY, Professor, Union Seminary, Richmond—The Meet- 
ing East and West, by Northrop; Peace of Mind, by Liebman; Pascal, Genius 


DOROTHY CANFIELD FISHER—The Decline and Fall of the Roman 
Empire, by Edward Gibbon; Of the Nature of Things, by Lucretius; Ethics, 


MRS. E. F. HORINE, Louisville, Ky.—Color and Conscience, by Buell 
Gallagher; Christ and Man’s Dilemma, by Buttrick; The Eternal Gospel, by 


E. B. WHITE (of The New Yorker)—The Republic, by Plato; The In- 
ferno, by Dante; The American I’ractical Navigator, by Nathaniel Bowditch. 


NEILL R. McGEACHY, Minister, Statesville, N. C.—A Study of History, 
by Toynbee; The Story of the Faith, by Gifford. 


D. MAURICE ALLAN, Professor, Hampden-Sydney College—The Sermon 
on the Mount, by E. T. Thompson; Reason and Revelation, Brunner; Plato's 


The Basic Writings of Sigmund Freud. 
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At Davidson, Pastor Niemoeller, who North Carolina church youth — 
CHURCH NEWS was accompanied by his wife, was pre- groups as well as civic and charity en- 
sented by President John R. Cunning-_ terprises, will be helped by a $100,000 D 
Pa ham, who spoke warmly of the German arrangement known as the Chapin Foun- _— 
Niemoeller Stresses minister’s courageous stand against dation, established in Sanford by the “ 
Hitler and the Nazis in their efforts to late S. B. Chapin of Lake Geneva, Wis., Cal 
. Md stamp out Christianity. In Charlotte, and Pinehurst. Mr. Chapin had operated n 
Unifying Efforts Dr. Niemoeller’s visit was sponsored by successful business enterprises in San- = 
North Carolina News Letter the newly-formed council of churches. ford, Greensboro and Fayetteville. Hig Un 
Mrs. Niemoeller addressed the inter- interest was chiefly in interdenomina- F 
Martin Niemoeller, the German pastor denominational missionary unten, plend- tional youth work of which the United Pr 
whose very name has come to symbo- ing for ‘‘a unity in the world. Christian Youth of N. C. is a part. ave 
lize Christianity’s defiance of Adolf Hit- da; 
ler and a triumph over his pagan phil- Davidson College Shares in Increasing Support of Material 
osophy, in dramatic addresses at both &T#y Endowment Provision Aid Program Is Reported = 
Davidson College and Charlotte early in Eleven North Carolina colleges bene- A rising interest in overseas relief ey 
January appealed for a world brother- fit by the establishment of a $1,700,000 on the part of North Carolina church a 
hood of men and nations through a endowment fund by James A. Gray, of groups is reported by Archie Martin 
practical application of the Christian Winston-Salem. Three of the colleges director of the program for the ston geet 
faith. Dr. Niemoeller declared his loy- are in Winston-Salem; five are Metho- council of churches. More ané meal - 
alty to the Lutheran Church, but, he’ dist institutions, one each is Moravian, ministers’ groups and interdenomina- - 
said, ‘‘Foremost and above all, Iam a_ Baptist, Presbyterian and Episcopal, tional agencies are now cooperating in A 
member of the universal Christian and two are state-owned, one being a the program which supplements efforts an | 
church. . . In these days when there Negro college. The Presbyterian insti- of separate denominational edies give 
is so much being done in behalf of the’ tution is Davidson, sharing to the ex- While denominational groups are van as : 
world organization, there is but one tent of approximately $25,000. The ing chiefly cash funds, the council is cent 
way that it may be achieved—and that’ gifts are in the form of shares of com- : Nev 
working toward the collection of mate- 
is by the application of the religion of mon stock in the R. J. Reynolds To- rial goods. stat 
our great leaders to the men and na-_ bacco Co., of which Mr. Gray is now ele 
tions of this tired and troubled world.” chairman of the executive committee. Church People Join Forces for lars 
More Adequate Salaries for Teachers oy 
Church leaders throughout North hol 
PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE Carolina have joined with other forces ties 
eee. pe = oda a in a determined effort to get pay in- yer 
leading te A. A. or A. S. Degree. creases for the school teachers of the oth 
Preparatory: 10th, lith, 12th grades. state. The Durham ministers’ meet- as 
MB | ee ing in the First Presbyterian Church 
Flight: Private Pilot, Commercial, recently voted to request the state legis- Re 
Instructor Rating. lature, now in session, to increase these Wi 
- o eae cat te coat salaries “just as much as the treasury 
own business will allow.”” Churchmen in many areas tio 
Apartments —— a} — students. have led in the drive for more pay hes 
Registra ee 90. for the “steadily declining number of 
tS: Bex B-4, Maxton, N. C. good teachers.” ~ 
fro 
PEACE COLLEGE rion Gun Dee Rep : 
Liquor Stores by 56 Votes rec 
A junior college for women, with last two years of high school. Also special Dr 
courses in Art, Piano, Voice, Violin, Home Economics, and commercial subjects. The drys of Person County scored 
Applications for 1947-1948 session should be made now. again. This time it was by a margin ret 
ssente teeanoeee. write William C. Pressly, President, Peace College, Raleigh, of only 56 votes. On January 11 the = 
third dry-wet test in ten years was con- is 
ducted. Back in 1937 the dry ma- in 
FOR AN ENDURING INVESTMENT IN jority was 22; in 1940, 64. Church in 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION leaders hail the recent victory in keep- gi 
Inquire about— ing legalized liquor stores out as the “ 
sae first in a series of efforts to rid the 
The Living Endowment country of every type of dealer in de 
spirits. Prayer services were held at $2 
F. L. Jackson—Treasurer noon and at 5 P. M. each day of the : 
° week before the voting, with the Allied 
Davidson College Church League, an interdenominational wn 
group, sponsoring the meetings. Cot- th 
tage services were held in many homes. 
No such meetings were reported held M 
QUEENS COLLEGE | »* = 
al 
Charlotte 4, N. C. ‘ 
Queens Student Personnel Program Rabun ro $i gman n 
00 
stresses the importance of the individ- Rabun Gap, Ga. ~ 
ual in the Christian arts college. GEO. C. BELLINGRATH, President ‘ 
Hunter B. Blakely, President The Best in High School Education Py 
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DID YOU KNOW 


—that the contributions to the 
Canadian churches represented in the 
United Stewardship Council are 25 
per cent higher than those in the 
United States? 

—that members of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church gave, on an 
average, a little less than 10 cents a 
day last year 








By R. L. ST. CLAIR ? 














Social and Recreational Center 
Given for N. C. Negro Groups 


A 4,600-acre tract of land, including 
an island, in Onslow County, is being 
given to the Negroes of North Carolina 
as an assembly ground and recreation 
center. Donor is Dr. William Sharpe, 
New York brain specialist. Several 
state officials and the presidents of the 
eleven state Negro colleges form the 
larger part of a 24-member board of 
trustees which will supervise the use 
of the property. Preliminary plans 
hold out much promise for group activi- 
ties of Negro teachers, clergymen, law- 
yers, nurses, Boy and Girl Scouts, and 
others to be approved by what is known 
as the Hammocks Beach Corporation. 


Recreation Association Formed; 
Wilson Church Makes Large Plans 


The first church recreation associa- 
tion of its kind in the United States has 
been formed in North Carolina, under 
the direction of Harold J. Dudley, pas- 
tor of the Wilson church. Delegates 
from many parts of the state, from two 
other states and Canada, attended the 
recent five-day conference in Wilson. 
Dr. Dudley is also chairman of the 
recreation committee of the state coun- 
cil of churches. . . . The Wilson church 
is making extensive plans for the build- 
ing of a new church, educational build- 
ing and other features. A conditional 
gift of $75,000 has been offered by 
Mrs. W. T. Clark and Mr. and Mrs. Dave 
Woodard, Mrs. Clark’s son-in-law and 
daughter, if the congregation raises 
$200,000 by July, 1948. Approximately 
$70,000 is now in hand. Four acres 
of land in the most beautiful residential 
section of the city will be the site of 
the new development. 


Miscellany 

Mrs. Harper Sibley, noted leader 
among U. S. churchwomen, is scheduled 
as the first speaker at the eighth annual 
institute of religion in Raleigh this 
month. The theme, “Improving De- 
mocracy Through Religion,” will be dis- 
cussed by Jerome Davis, Paul Scherer 
and others. . . . Three visual education 
conferences are planned by the state 
council of churches this month: Dur- 


1849—AUSTIN COLLEGE—1947 


Sherman, Texas 
A Strong Liberal Arts College 
Dedicated to the extension of the Church through Christian Education. 
You are invited to share in its work. 
W. B. Guerrant, President 








SOUTHWESTERN 


AT MEMPHIS 


Sincerity and Truth in Religion 
Genuineness and Excellence in Education 
Register now for 1947-48. 


CHARLES E. DIEHL, President 








1776 Hampden-Sydney College 1947 


A CHRISTIAN EDUCATION IS FOUNDED UPON 
Acknowledgment of God as Creator of the Universe 
The Finality of Christ’s Way of Life for Men and Nations 
The Infinite Worth of Each Personality 

Edgar G. Gammon, President, Hampden-Sydney, Va. 











Sprunt Lectures Week 


February 23-28, 1947 


PRESIDENT J. HARRY COTTON, Ph.D., D. D. 
McCormick Theological Seminary, Chicago, Illinois 


Subject: ‘‘The Christian Knowledge of God’’ 


PROFESSOR FELIX B. GEAR, Ph.D., D. D. 
Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Georgia 
Subject: ‘‘An Empirical Philosopher Wrestles With Religious 


Questions’’ 


THE REVEREND JOSEPH R. SIZOO, D. D., LL. D. ‘ 
Collegiate Church of St. Nicholas, New York, N. Y. 
Subject: ‘‘The Ministry—Unashamed and Unafraid’’ 


Union Theological Seminary 


Richmond 22, Virginia 
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ham, January 28; Statesville, January 
29; Asheville, January 30... . North 
Carolina had remitted $51,353 to the 
Home Missions Emergency Fund head- 
quarters in Atlanta by December 31— 
largest amount of any synod, but only 
49 per cent of the synod’s quota. West 
Virginia was reported in first place with 
80 per cent of its quota... A bill 
introduced in the state legislature 
would prohibit the erection of bill- 
boards that hinder the view at en- 
trances to churches, schools and pub- 
lic institutions. . Revival meetings 
at the Bethel and Chinquapin churches 
during recent months resulted in the 
addition of 40 new members at Bethel 
and 15 at Chinquapin. . . Flora Mac- 
donald College’s $300,000 campaign 
moves ahead, with more than $100,000 
raised to date. The active phase of the 
effort was expected to be concluded 
January 25. 
ERNEST J. ARNOLD. 

Durham. 


RADIO 


Recordings of the Youth Convention 


They said it. Two thousand dele- 
gates heard them. But the Presbyterian 
Radio Committee has made it possible 
for many thousands more to hear the 
actual voices of seven speakers at the 
recent Youth Convention on World Mis- 
sions. 

These recordings are issued as a 
series of Presbyterian Broadcasts on the 
theme: “THE WORLD, THE GOSPEL, 
AND YOU.” The series consists of the 
following: 





Dr. H. Kerr Taylor: “The World, the 
Gospel, and You.” 

Dr. John A, Redhead, Jr.: 
Kingdom of God is at Hand.” 

Dr. Frank W. Price: “The Call of 
China.” 


STAMMER? 


“The 





This new 12s-page book, “Stammering, 
Its Cause and Correction,” describes the 
Bogue Unit Method for scientific 
correction of stammering and 
stuttering —successful for 45 

years. Free —no obligation. 


Benjamin N. Bogue, Dept. g904 Circle 
Tower, Indianapolis 4, Ind. 


Pres. John A. Mackay: ‘“‘Our Presby- 
terian Heritage.” 

Dr. Oscar Blackwelder: ‘Christian- 
izing our American Culture.”’ 

Miss Ruth Seabury: “‘The Demands of 
the Hour.” 

Congressman Walter Judd: ‘‘Missions 
and World Security.” 


All the recordings are fifteen minutes 
except those by Dr. Taylor and Congress- 
man Judd, Dr. Taylor’s recording is 
the program of the Presbyterian Hour 
of December 29 so changed as to make 
it an introduction to the series. Con- 
gressman Judd’s message could not be 
cut shorter than thirty minutes. 

The young people in any community 
should promote this series over the local 
radio station and follow it up with an 
echo meeting of the convention in their 
churches. 

These recordings are not adapted for 
use on the ordinary home phonograph, 
but can be used on record players for 
16 inch discs geared to 33 rpm. 

The entire set of four double-face and 
one single-face discs are now available 
free of charge. Make your arrange- 
ments with your local radio station and 
then get your recordings from The 
Presbyterian Radio Committee, 36 Hun- 
ter St., S. W., Atlanta 3, Ga. 


JOHN M. ALEXANDER, 
Director. 





MEMORIALS 


JAMES HART SIBLEY 





The Session of the Union Point Pres- 
byterian church, having suffered a severe 
loss in the death of its senior elder and 
clerk, Mr. James Hart Sibley, who died 
December 3, wishes to bear record of their 
personal grief at the passing of a dear 
friend and fellow servant of the Lord. 
This sense of loss which is felt so keenly 
by the members of the session, is shared 
by every member of the Union Point 
church, by the community, and by the 
Augusta Presbytery. 

Mr. James Hart Sibley spent the 71 
years of his life in Union Point, Ga., 
where he was an honored and prosperous 
citizen, a friend of all who lived in that 
city, irrespective of color or financial con- 
dition, and a Christian gentleman so lov- 
able and Christlike that to know him was 





THERE IS MORE FOOD VALUE PER PENNY IN YOUR 
BOTTLE OF MILK THAN IN ANY OTHER SINGLE FOOD 


Virginia Dairy Company 


‘‘The Home of Better Milk’’ 








Home Office 





HOSPITALIZATION 


and Surgical Insurance 
Also Non-Cancellable Accident Policies for individuals, families and groups. 
Over 220,000 persons have bought Policies in this Company 


NORTH AMERICA ASSURANCE SOCIETY 


of Virginia, Incorporated. 


Our policies are usable and good in all licensed hospitals throughout the world. 





Write us for 
Richmond, Virginia Information 
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to honor him and to claim him as a frieng 
was to love him like a brother. 

He joined the Presbyterian church when 
he was 12 years old and spent most of 
his life as an active worker in the church 
and Sunday school, which he loved with a 
beautiful devotion. He served as deacon 
in his home church from 1899 to 1905 
when he was elected and installed ag 
elder; a few years later he became su. 
perintendent of the Sunday school, and 
in 1920 he was elected clerk of the ses- 
sion. These two offices he was holding 
on the day of his death. Mr. Sibley could 
well be called the ideal elder, for he wag 
always ready to work for his Lord 
through the ministry of the church. He 
was gifted in prayer, well versed in all 
the affairs of his church and ready and 
willing to lead church services when his 
pastor was away or a call came in for 
someone to lead a service in a nearby 
church. He was a faithful presbyter and 
was sent to the General Assembly at least 
twice by Augusta Presbytery. Always 
generous in his support of the Lord’s 
work at home and abroad, he considered 
it one of his greatest privileges to have 
assisted in the seminary expenses, while 
in America, of Toyohiko Kagawa, the 
great Christian leader of Japan. He wasin 
the midst of plans for Christmas activi- 
ties in the church and Sunday school when 
he was suddenly called home through an 
automobile accident. 

Resolved, That in the death of Mr. 
James Hart Sibley the Union Point Pres- 
byterian church has lost an honored mem- 
ber, a true friend and a loyal, deeply 
consecrated worker for Christ. 

Resolved, That a page in the minute 
book of the session be set aside as a 
memorial to Mr. Sibley and that a copy 
of these resolutions be spread thereon as 
a testimonial of the high esteem in which 
this servant of God was held; not only 
by the session and members of the Union 
Point Presbyterian church, but also by 
the city of Union Point, by Greene County 
and Augusta Presbytery, where Mr. Sib- 
ley was so well known and greatly be- 
loved. 

Resolved, That these resolutions be 
read by the pastor to the congregation 
at the next worship service of this church 
and that a copy be sent to Mrs. Sibley, 
his wife, and to the other members of 
the family. q 

L. T. Newland, pastor; F. Sibley 
Bryan, O. O. Scott, B. W. Boyd, 
S. E. Sorrow, members of the Ses- 
sion. 
Union Point, Ga. 





Free Film Strip 


Excellent for use at Evening Serv- 


ices, Auxiliary Meetings, Young 


People’s Meetings. 


You may now secure free from our 
office a professionally produced, first- 
class 35 mm. film strip about our Prot- 
estant overseas program. It also shows 
many dramatic scenes from devastated 
Europe and Asia. There is an inter- 
esting accompanying script. Suitable 
to be presented in a minimum time of 
20 minutes. Write 


Rev. Eugene L. Daniel, 
Special Representative, 
Presbyterian War Relief Committee, 
Box 330, Nashville 1, Tennessee. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


Jesus the Giver of Life 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 2 


John 4:46-51; 5:2-9; 11:11-13. 


John wrote his Gospel that we might 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God, and that believing we might 
have life in his name (20:31). 

In chapter 1 he presents the first wit- 
nesses, and in chapter 2, the first signs. 
Chapter 3 centers about Jesus’ conversa- 
tion with Nicodemus; chapter 4 about 
his conversation with a Samaritan 
woman. To both he offers himself as 
the Giver of Life (cf. 1:4; 3:16; 4:10, 
14). Our present lesson brings together 
three incidents in which he reveals his 
power to bestow life. 


I. The Cure of a Nobleman’s Son, 
4:46-51 


The nobleman was an officer in the 
court of Herod Antipas, Tetrarch of 
Galilee and Perea, the ruler who killed 
John the Baptist. Herod was called 
king as a title of courtesy, and by the 
same reasoning high officials in his em- 
ploy were termed nobleman. 

This nobleman’s son was sick, even 
to the point of death. Jesus had visited 
Capernaum, after the wedding in Cana, 
and had healed many who were sick. 
When the nobleman heard that he was 
again in the vicinity, only twenty miles 
away, at Cana, he mounted his horse, 
and urged Jesus to return to Capernaum 
to heal his son, as he has healed so many 
others. 

Jesus said to him, ‘‘Unless you see 
signs and wonders you will not believe.” 
The verb is in the plural, which sug- 
gests that Jesus was talking not only 
to the nobleman, but to the listening 
throng, to the country as a whole. Evi- 
dently the crowds were attracted by the 
cures which he wrought but had little 
interest in his teachings which made 
such searching demands on their lives. 
But Jesus’ statement was also a test to 
see whether the man really had faith, 
or was simply in desperation trying out 
one more possible cure, In other words 
Jesus was probing the motives that 
brought him there. “It was often his 
way to sift men before he answered 
them, In this instance the test was not 
in vain. It revealed something more 
in the nobleman than a mere eagerness 
to seize any last chance for his boy’s 
recovery. Had that been all, the rebuff 
might have disconcerted him. But it 
only called out the persistence of true 
faith, There was a note of simple con- 
fidence in the character of Jesus in the 
reply—so pathetically earnest it its very 
quietness—‘Sir, come down ere my 
child die.’ 

“It is worthy of notice, too, that there 
was no sign or wonder given. ‘Jesus 


saith unto him, Go thy way, thy son 
liveth. It was another and a more 
searching test. For it was no answer to 
the plea, ‘Come down.’ But the noble- 
man’s faith was once more equal to the 
test: ‘The man believed the word that 
Jesus spake unto him, and he went his 
way.’ There must have been long hours 
of weary traveling and the anguish of 
anxiety, as the miles lengthened between 
him and the Healer who would not come 
with him.” (The Speaker’s Bible: 
James Hastings.) We can imagine his 
relief, his overwhelming joy, when his 
servant met him with the glad tidings, 
Your son lives; we can understand the 
gratitude that must have welled up in 
his heart when he learned that the 
change had come at the very moment 
when he talked to Jesus. 

And so, he himself believed and all of 
his household. That would seem the 
natural, almost the inevitable outcome. 
Yet not all of the soldiers who sought 
God’s help in the stress of the battle 
returned to give God the praise. And 
not all who have prayed in desperation 
and found relief have continued in the 
faith. We do not know anything more 
of this nobleman for certain. But we 
read later that Joanna, the wife of 
Chuza, Herod’s steward, was one of a 
little group of women who ministered to 
Jesus’ wants (it must have been with 
her husband’s consent—Luke 8:3;) and 
later still we discover that Manaen, the 
foster brother of Herod, was one of the 
prophets and teachers laboring in 
Antioch. (Acts 13:1). Almost certainly 
one of these must have been the noble- 
man in question; and it is not at all im- 
probable that one led the other to 
Christ. The nobleman, whether he were 
Chuza, or Manaen, or someone else, re- 
ceived his boy back for a few limited 
years at best; but he and his family, and 
others whom he touched, found eternal 
life. Sooner or later every family circle 
must be broken temporarily; but since 
Christ came into the world, Chuza, 
Manaen, and thousands of others, have 
been able to look forward to an un- 
broken family circle through all eternity. 
God sometimes denies the prayer that 
we offer for our loved ones; we must 
always be prepared to leave it in his 
hands; but the greater gift is always 
available for those who have faith. 
Jesus is the giver of life. 

“Faith is the one requisite,’ says 
Archbishop Temple—“‘‘first, enough faith 
to believe and hope that Christ can 
satisfy our needs, leading to ever 
stronger and deeper faith as each meas- 
ure of trust is vindicated in experience. 
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For though faith is always met with 
blessing from God, that blessing does 
not always take the desired or expected 
form, as in this case it did.” (Readings 
in St. John’s Gospel, The Macmillan Co.) 

To consider: Which is the higher type 
of faith? Faith that God will give us 
what we ask, or faith to leave it in his 
hands and to accept that which he 
offers? 


Il. By the Pool of Bethesda, 5:2-9. 


In chapter 5 John describes an inci- 
dent which took place in Jerusalem 
where Jesus was attending one of the 
feasts. 

On the Sabbath day Jesus went to 
the ‘‘sanitarium,’’ a celebrated medi- 
cinal pool near the Sheep Gate (men- 
tioned in Nehemiah 3:1; 12:39). 
Around the pool, porches had been built 
for the protection of those who came to 
bathe. There were small compartments, 
covered overhead and open toward the 
pool. This pool was called in Hebrew 
“Bethesda,’”’ which means ‘House of 
Mercy.” The best identification of this 
pool, says Smith, ‘‘is that which locates 
it in or near the Church of St. Anne, 
where, in the autumn of 1888, two large 
pools, each 12% feet wide and 55 and 
60 feet long, respectively, were dis- 
covered, down to which a flight of 
twenty-four steps leads. There was a 
porch on each of the four sides of these 
two pools, and one porch in the middle, 
separating the two, making five porches 
in all.”’ 

This pool seems to have been fed by 
an intermittent spring, which at irregu- 
lar intervals burst up with a gush and 
a bubble, and which, perhaps, had some 
medicinal value, It owed its fame how- 
ever chiefly to the healing power of ex- 
pectation. A legend had attached it- 
self to the spot and the porches were 
never empty. There were people there 
who had various kinds of diseases, those 
who were blind, those who were lame 
(halt), those who were paralyzed 
(withered limbs). The King James 
adds, ‘“‘waiting for the moving of the 
water, for an angel of the Lord went 
down at certain seasons into the pool 
and troubled the water: whosoever then 
first after the troubling of the water 
stepped in was made whole, with what- 
soever disease he was holden.” This 
sentence was relegated to the margin of 
the R. V., and in the Revised Standard 
Version is omitted altogether, and quite 
justly, for the earliest versions and 
manuscripts do not have it. 

As David Smith says: ‘It is in no wise 
strange that this legend should have 
made its way into the sacred text. The 
like has happened in not a few other 
passages of Scripture. After the fashion 
of early days the popular fancy was 
noted by a careful reader on the margin 
of his copy of the Gospel, and afterward 
a scribe, mistaking it for an accidental 
omission, would insert it in what he 
deemed its proper position in the body 
of the narrative.” The words added 
here to the original text describe the 
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belief of the waiting throng, but they 
do not necessarily describe actual facts. 

Jesus went into the House of Mercy 
and cured one of the patients, a man 
who had been paralyzed for thirty-eight 
years. Why this man and this man 
only? Some think because he was the 
neediest, the most friendless, the most 
helpless, and the most hopeless. Others 
would agree with Dr. Willett: ‘“Prob- 
ably because the others laughed at the 
idea of this teacher being able to help 
them and refused to try to stand up. 
But one man was willing to give Jesus 
the benefit of the doubt and he was re- 
warded.” 

Whatever be the explanation it is im- 
portant to note that there were three 
stages in the man’s cure, as suggested 
by the words of Jesus. (1) The ques- 
tion, ‘“‘Do you want to get well?” The 
question, as Snowden says, ‘“‘was not ir- 
relevant and useless, but was just the 
one that needed to be pressed sharply 
into the man’s consciousness and con- 
science. He had lain there so long and 
so helpless that he had lost hope and 
almost lost interest and had become rec- 
onciled to his condition.’’” The man’s 
answer shows how appropriate Jesus’ 
question really was, for it reveals utter 
hopelessness. And before Jesus could 
help him, that hope must be revived. 

It would of course be a mistake to 
infer that the man did not want to be 
healed. ‘In the realm of spiritual in- 
firmity, however, there are many who 
have no expectation of being healed. 
They are painfully conscious of their 
weakness and their sins, but they have 
no hope of recovery. Some have no de- 
sire. They love sin. For them the life 
of holiness and purity has no attrac- 
tion. They may be at Bethesda; they 
may be familiar with church and sacra- 
ments, but they have no more than the 
vaguest hope of ever being made whole.” 
In this realm too Jesus cannot work a 
cure until hope has been revived. 

Alcoholics Anonymous have proved in 
innumerable cases that they can reclaim 
the most hopeless drunkard—but not 
until he wants to break the habit that 
binds him. We will never be healed of 
our moral and spiritual maladies, and 
often of our physical maladies as well, 
until we are conscious of our need, and 
want to be healed—until we are ready 
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to believe that He can help us. 

(2) The command, “Get up. Lift 
your bed and walk.” The “bed” was 
only a blanket or mat which could be 
easily rolled up and carried. Neverthe- 
less it was an impossible command for 
a paralytic. But something in Jesus’ 
manner, something in his tone, or in 
his personality, led the cripple to at- 
tempt the impossible. And attempting 
the impossible at Christ’s command, he 
achieved the impossible. Snowden says 
truly: “The command of Christ is al- 
ways a promise; whatever he bids us 
do he will give us power to perform.” 


(3) The warning, ‘Sin no more, lest 
a worse thing befall thee” (vs. 14) ‘‘It 
might seem that such a caution was un- 
necessary, Thirty-eight years of suffer- 
ing brought on by sin might seem suffi- 
cient to keep a man from a further 
yielding to its power. The sad truth is 
that no amount of suffering brought on 
by sin, makes one hate sin, however 
much he agonizes over the results, The 
only safety lies in yielding the will to 
the will of the Savior.” 

To consider: We know that a man 
can bring on physical disabilities of 
various sorts by wrong living; can he 
also become physically ill by wrong 


thinking? Does faith always cure? 
What are the virtues of Christian 
Science? How does the church express 


the healing spirit of Christ? 
more Christian doctors needed? 


Why are 


Ill. At the Home of a Friend, 11:11-13. 


Lazarus and his two sisters, Mary and 
Martha, lived at Bethany, a little town 
on the southeastern slopes of the Mount 
of Olives, which was two miles from 
Jerusalem, The whole family was de- 
votedly attached to Jesus and was loved 
by him in return. Now Lazarus had 
fallen sick. Immediately the two sisters 
sent word to Jesus who was in Perea, on 
the other side of the Jordan, ‘‘Lord, be- 
hold he whom thou lovest is sick.’’ They 
made no request. They were confident 
that they could count on the loving 
sympathy of Jesus. All that they needed 
to do was to inform him of their dis- 
tress. His own great heart would lead 
him to do the rest. We can be sure, 
however, that they anxiously awaited 
the coming of their friend, and, as the 
strength of their brother gradually 
ebbed, they would hope against hope 
that Jesus would arrive in time to save 
the fleeting life. 


When the news was brought to Jesus 
he prepared immediately to go to his 
friends, realizing that he went in danger 
of his life (11:7). “Our friend Lazarus 
has fallen asleep,”’ he said, ‘‘but I go to 
awake him out of sleep.”” Death is often 
described as a sleep in the New Testa- 
ment. We lie down at night to sleep 
and when we awake it is a new day. So 
at the end of life we sleep and when 
we awake it is a new and a better day. 
“The thoroughly Christian term ‘ceme- 
tery’ (sleeping place) in the sense of a 
place of repose for the dead comes from 
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the same Greek root.” It often conveys 
however an erroneous idea. The body 
is only a habitation of the soul. And it 
is our belief, based on Scripture, that 
while the body lies in the grave, the 
soul has gone to be with Jesus. Our 
loved ones do not sleep in the cemetery. 
They have awakened from death’s sleep 
and are at home with the Lord. 


Jesus aroused Lazarus from his sleep, 
but it was only for a while. In a few 
days, a few months, a few years at the 
most, he fell asleep again, and when he 
awoke it was a brighter and fairer day, 
a finer and fairer land. And so it shall 
be with us. “I am the resurrection and 
the life,’’ Jesus said, ‘‘he who believes in 
me, though he die, yet shall he live, and 
whoever lives and believes in me shall 
never die.’’ 

Jesus is the giver of life. He gives 
spiritual life, which tends to heal body 
and mind, which satisfies the deepest 


aspirations of the soul, and which in the - 


end issues in life eternal. ‘‘He who be- 
lieves in me, though he die, yet shall he 
live.”’ 





THE LAYMAN’S VIEW 
By J. Wilson McCutchan 





“Sir, I have no man, when the water 
is troubled, to put me into the pool.” 
(John 5:7.) In light of verse 4 it is 
apparent that the sick man would have 
been cured long before had he received 
human assistance. Unable to move 
quickly he was never able to be first, 
even though he had waited years for the 
opportunity. It is a sad commentary 
on the selfishness and ‘‘elbowing tactics” 
of those about him. Yet one who has 
witnessed the pushing and scrambling 
during our recent days of rationing is 
forced to admit that such self-centered 
acts were not limited to Palestine in 
Christ’s day. 

Through his free will and divinely 
given powers man can do much to al- 
leviate the misery and suffering about 
him. One of the most striking con- 
trasts between a Christian and a non- 
Christian society is the difference in 
community responsibility for the physi- 
cally impaired and the mentally de- 
ficient. Not always has society known 
hospitals for the insane, charity wards 
for the ill, community chests, the Red 
Cross, and similar agencies. It is es- 
sential that we remember that these, 
whatever the sources of their support 
may be, stem from Christianity and the 
Christlike spirit. 


Had some man done his part at the 
pool of Bethesda it would have been un- 
necessary for our Lord to perform His 
miracle. Today we are not in the posi- 
tion of the infirm man; we are rather in 
the position of those onlookers who 
failed to assist him. Until we discharge 
those responsibilities of which we are 
capable we have no justifiable reason to 
look for miracles. 
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BOOK SECTION 


THE STORY OF THE FAITH. By 
William Alva Clifford. The Macmillan 
Company, New York. 621 pp. $5. 





The author is professor of church 
history and the history of religions in 
the United Theological College, Mon- 
treal, Canada. The sub-title of the book 
reads thus: ‘‘A Survey of Christian 
History For the Undogmatic.”’ That is 
a very accurate description. The un- 
dogmatic will like the book from the 
peginning to the end. If the dogmatic 
can get through the first hundred 
pages, or so, they will like the rest. 
The first two or three chapters are 
taken up with history as recorded in 
the Bible. The author takes liberties 
with the Bible narrative that conserva- 
tives will not like. He does not ac- 
cept the origin of the Hebrew people 
as related in Genesis. Of that Bible 
record he says: “Such is the tradition 
of early Hebrew history preserved in 
the Hexateuch; but it is impossible to 
regard it as dependable.’’ The author 
finds quite a good deal in the Scrip- 
tures that he does not regard as de- 
pendable. 

After he gets out of the Bible into 
church history proper, which is his spe- 
cialty, he gives what I regard as an un- 
usually fine survey of church history. 
Ministers who studied church history in 
the seminary will find in the book a 
stimulating refresher course. Laymen 
who have never studied in this field 
would find it informing and stimulating. 
It is not a history of denominations, 
but of movements and developments in 
the Christian Church from the begin- 
ning of the Hebrew people to the year 
1946. The author is fair to Protestants 
and Catholics alike. He is also fair 
in his treatment of great Christian lead- 
ers like Luther, Calvin, Knox and Wes- 
ley. The book is popular in style, and 
makes easy, delightful reading. 

WALTER L. LINGLE. 
Davidson, N. C. 


THE WIND-SWEPT HARP. By Grace 
Noll Crowell. Harper and Brothers, 
New York. 76 pp., $1.00. 


Grace’ Noll Crowell is easily the best 
known poet of the religious life for most 
American homes. Her popularity is 
genuinely deserved for there is much 
lasting insight in her forte of beautify- 
ing the simplest things. The peculiar 
excellencies of her verse come from 
Musing poetically about life rather than 
from an attempt to create poetry, in- 
terpreting spiritually the new knowledge 
about man and the universe, which is 
the way of poets like W. H. Auden and 
T. S. Eliot. Both kinds are needed, but 
one craves a wider hearing for those 
Who are trying to do for our day what 
Donne and Milton did for their age. 

J. M. WALKER, JR. 
Roanoke Rapids, N. C. 


THE MAKING OF A PREACHER. By 
Wm. Malcolm Macgregor, Westminster 
Press, Philadelphia. $1.00. 

The A. J. Gossip introduction presents 
this preacher’s preacher of Scotland to 
Americans as a true man of God. 

The chapters emphasize the two in- 
dispensables for a minister—a personal 
knowledge of God and a knowledge of 
men and their ways. 

Bible texts are vitalized throughout to 
enable hearers of the Warrack Lec- 
turers, (the book seems to be a steno- 
graphic report), to become fit minister’s 
of the new covenant. In a single lecture 
two score ‘‘God-intoxicated” authors are 
quoted in such a way as to make you 
want to read from the writings of these 
worthy Macgregor friends. He would 
have us make our own acquaintance 
with such books in which God is first 
and last, “for the loving study of them 
would set the heart vibrating with 
wonder, love and praise.” 

HARRY H. BRYAN. 

Bessemer, Ala. 


TOWARD A _ UNITED CHURCH. 
Three Decades of Ecumenical Chris- 
tianity. By William Adams Brown. 
Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York. 264 
pages. $2.50. 

Dr. Henry Pitt Van Dusen has stated 
that in his opinion the church historian, 
five hundred years hence, looking back 
on the history of our own times, will 
judge that the growth of the ecumeni- 
cal idea, the progress made toward a 
united church, was the most important 
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development within the church during 
the twentieth century. Certainly it is 
one of the most significant develop- 
ments of our own time. Ministers or 
laymen who want the story of the ecu- 
menical movement, beginning in its 
modern phase with the Edinburgh Con- 
ference of 1910, developing through 
the International Missionary Council, 
the World Conferences on Faith and 
Order, and the World Conferences on 
Life and Work, and culminating in the 
World Council of Churches, will find it 
most conveniently set forth in this last 
book to come from the pen of William 
Adams Brown, who himself had so large 
a part in the history which he records. 
The story is brought up to date by S. 
M. Cavert. The most significant docu- 
ments of the ecumenical movement are 
found in the appendix, and there is an 
excellent bibliography. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 








D. M. Currie from Freeport, Texas, 
to 1507 Preston Ave., Austin 21, Texas. 

J. Walter Cobb from Carrollton, Ky., 
to St. Joseph, La., where he will be tem- 
porary supply of the St. Joseph and 
Waterproof churches. 

P. H. Biddle from Broadway, N. C., to 
Route 3, Bishopville, N. C., after Jan. 
29. 

James E. Moore from Andrews, Texas, 
to Box 103, Seminole, Texas. 

Joseph John Myerscough, former 
Navy chaplain, a member of Los An- 
geles Presbytery (USA), has accepted 
a call to the Calvary church, Orlando, 
Fla. 

J. Clyde Mohler from Lynchburg, Va., 
to the Prentis Park church, Ports- 
mouth, Va. Address: 2119 Des Moines 
Avenue. 

F. Crossiey Morgan from 41 N. Union 
St., to “Bethany,’”’ 30 Hillside Drive, 
Concord, N. C. 
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Young Wallace from Wynne, Ark., to 
109 E. Broadway, Louisville, Ky. 

John R. Rosebro from 2921 Windsor 
Ave., Charlotte, N. C., to 2922 Avondale 
Ave., Charlotte. 


DEATHS 

George McAllister Smiley, 57, pastor 
of the Bastrop, La., church, died sud- 
denly while bird hunting on December 
30. Mr. Smiley, before going to Bas- 
trop in 1944, was pastor at Amory, 
Miss. 

John Lytle McBride, 55, a _ retired 
member of Concord Presbytery, died in 
Statesville, N. C., December 26, after 
a long period of failing health. Mr. 
MeBride’s last active work in the pas- 
torate was at the Front Street church, 
Statesville, 1924-1934. 


MISSIONARY ITEMS 

Dr. T. Chalmers Vinson was sched- 
uled to sail for China January 22. His 
address will be Presbyterian Mission 
Hospital, Suchowfu, Kiangsu, China. 

Mrs. Z. Vance Myers, who, with Mr. 
Myers, had been on furlough at Mission 
Court, Richmond, Va., died suddenly of 
a heart attack January 16. A missionary 
to Mexico for 23 years, Mrs. Myers was 
taking special work at Union Seminary 
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and had attended classes on the day 
her death. She is survived by her hus 
band; by one son, Vance, a grad 
student at Massachusetts Institute 
Technology; and by a daughter, Mrg 
Clarence M. Bassett, of Port Arthur 
Texas. 





POSITIVE AID FOR YOUTH 
By J. R. CUNNINGHAM, President, 
Davidson College, Davidson, N. C. 





The youth of our generation hays 
been dealth a terrific blow of injusticg 
by the war and all its concomitant 
effects. Elemental rights of childhood 
have been unintentionally and, perhaps, 
unconsciously denied them. If the young 
people of our day are to find compensa- 
tions for these deprivations in the field 
of home, moral and spiritual training, 
it will require our doing something posi- 
tive and extraordinary for them. 

The observance of National Youth 
Week (Jan. 26-Feb. 2), sponsored by 
the United Christian Youth Movement, 
is an effort in this direction. If intelli 


gently and devotedly observed by local 
pastors and churches, it can furnish an 
excellent spiritual stimulus. - 
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